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Finally, let's consider the question of who is trying to protect bees. A beekeeper? A homeowner? A farmer? An industry scientist? A government regulator? Clearly, these different parties have different capabilities and responsibilities with respect to bee conservation. For beekeepers, the emphasis should probably fall on managing diseases, both for the sake of their managed honey bees and their wild bee neighbors. The task of the homeowner is to reject the golf course aesthetic of yard management and allow flowers to bloom--they are not weeds to hungry bees. Farmers must balance crop yield with the need to set aside land for conservation and minimize pesticide risk to pollinators and other non-target organisms. The agrochemical industry must be willing to sacrifice short-term profits to protect long-term conservation objectives. Regulators perhaps have the most difficult job of all, balancing the needs of farmers, industry, and conservation within the constraint of legal mandates.
I hope this complicated answer helps to clarify the issue a little, and I hope everyone comes away with an idea of what can be done within their particular sphere of influence and responsibility. SCIENCE AMA SERIES: WE ARE THE SOCIETY OF ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY (SETAC) EUROPE: ASK US ANYTHING ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY! : REDDIT
